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teaching notes

All the activities in IT’S ARTS & MEDIA are presented in an easy-to-use format.
The material to photocopy appears on the right page, while the left page
includes an activity key and step-by-step teaching notes. Selected activities can
be printed in colour directly from the accompanying CD.
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ACTIVITY DESCRIPTION

GRAMMAR/VOCABULARY

LEVEL

LENGTH OF ACTIVITY

PREPARATION REQUIRED

CD ACTIVITIES & PAGES

TO PRINT FROM CD

ANSWER KEY

short

medium

long

very long

IT’S ARTS & MEDIA contains a collection of teaching activities related to
art, television, literature, theatre, advertising and the press. In IT’S ARTS
& MEDIA students talk about art and cover a wall in graffiti. They find
out about BookCrossing, write about their favourite books, and become
a ghost writer. They write news stories and create the front page of a
newspaper. They take a questionnaire to find out about their TV viewing
habits before creating their own television soap opera. They plan an
advertising campaign and explore the world of William Shakespeare.

The book comes with a CD of interactive exercises from the its-english
Internet site, audio activities and ready-to-print pages from the book in
PDF format.

LEVEL
The material in this book is suitable for different levels. Each activity has
a level indicator that includes the COE level.

Elementary Lower- to mid-intermediate
Pre-intermediate Upper-intermediate

CD

A1 B1

A2 B2

On the IT’S ARTS & MEDIA CD you will find:
interactive exercises
audio material
PDF files of selected pages ready to print
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i n t r o d u c t i o n



ART

28 MAKE A MUSICAL A2
29 STREET THEATRE A2

1 ART SURVEY A1
2 LEONARDO DA VINCI B1
3 THE MONA LISA B1
4 BE AN ARTIST B1

Give opinions about art
Be an artist A1

5 VINCENT'S ROOM A1
6 THE WALL A2

Identify famous walls
Graffiti a wall A1

7 MY WALL A2
Learn some wall idioms B1

BOOKS
8 FREE YOUR BOOKS B1

Describe your reading habits A2
9 TALKING BOOKS B1

Read about Britain's favourite book
10 BIOGRAPHIES B1
11 OSCAR WILDE B1
12 STEPHEN KING A2

NEWSPAPERS & MAGAZINES
13 THE FRONT PAGE A2
14 WRITE A NEWS STORY B1
15 MAKE THE NEWS A2
16 REPORTER’S DESK B1

Write a news story
17 CHEAT MAGAZINE A1

TELEVISION & RADIO
18 TV ADDICT SURVEY A2
19 ON TELEVISION A2

Talk about your TV habits
Plan a TV schedule

20 HOOKED ON SOAPS A2
21 CREATE A SOAP A2
22 LISTEN TO THE RADIO B1

ADVERTISING
23 ADVERTISING B1
24 CREATE AN ADVERTISING CAMPAIGN B1

THEATRE
25 SHAKESPEARE B1
26 THE BARD B1
27 TALK SHAKESPEARE B2

a c t i v i t y i n d e x l e v e l



A1 Elementary

ART SURVEY
React to different styles of painting
Do an art survey

VINCENT'S ROOM
Describe a picture of a room
Ask questions about a room

CHEAT MAGAZINE
Talk about celebrity magazines
Make your own magazine

Book vocabulary: Learn some words you need to talk
about books.

Top 10 books: Look at the results of a BBC book
survey.

Biographies: Match the celebrities with the title of
their life stories.

Dr Seuss: Find out about legendary children's author.

TV programmes: Learn to talk about TV
programmes.

TV characters: Test your powers of observation.

Soapland: Put the soap characters in the right
homes.

The Simpsons: Test your knowledge of TV’s best-
loved family.

Bart Simpson catchphrases: Discover what Bart says.
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CD activities

BE AN ARTIST
Create a work of art

THE WALL
Graffiti a wall

4

6

A2 Pre-intermediate

THE WALL
Identify famous walls
Look at examples of graffiti
Graffiti a wall

MY WALL
Complete a description of a room
Describe your room

FREE YOUR BOOKS
Describe your reading habits
Read a book in English

STEPHEN KING
Read about Stephen King
Ask questions to correct information

THE FRONT PAGE
Talk about newspapers
Learn newspaper vocabulary

MAKE THE NEWS
Make the front page of a newspaper

TV ADDICT SURVEY
Do a TV survey
Keep a TV diary

ON TELEVISION
Learn some TV expressions
Talk about your TV habits
Plan a TV schedule
Play a zapping game

HOOKED ON SOAPS
Read about soap operas
Look at a soap opera setting

CREATE A SOAP
Write a scene from a soap
Perform and record the scene

MAKE A MUSICAL
Identify famous musicals
Create your own musical

STREET THEATRE
Look at street performers
Become a performer
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a c t i v i t i e s b y l e v e l



CD activities
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8

Types of painting: Test your knowledge of painting.

Match the museum: See if you can identify some of
the world’s major museums.

Biography extracts: Can you guess who the celebrity is
from these extracts?

Stephen King: Put the writer’s life in order.

Dr Seuss challenge: See if you can make 4 sentences
from just 48 words.

The reporter’s desk: Find out what you can see on a
busy news reporter's desk.

Order the news story: Could you be a reporter?

Reconstruct the news story: Could you write a news
story?

TV addicts survey: Click here to find out if you're a telly
addict!

Famous soaps: Complete the names of some of the
most successful soaps of all time.

Identify the ads: What are these ads promoting?

LEONARDO DA VINCI
Read about Leonardo da Vinci and the Mona Lisa
Complete texts about the artist and the painting

THE MONA LISA
Take an in-depth look at the Mona Lisa
Write a short story based on a painting

BE AN ARTIST
Give opinions about art
Read some famous art quotes
Be an artist

FREE YOUR BOOKS
Read about BookCrossing
Read a book in English

B1 Mid-intermediate

MY WALL
Learn some wall idioms
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TALKING BOOKS
Look at types of books
Read about Britain’s favourite book
Talk about your favourite book

BIOGRAPHIES
Read about biographies
Be a ghost writer

OSCAR WILDE
Read about Oscar Wilde
Identify famous quotes

WRITE A NEWS STORY
Learn how to write a news story

REPORTER’S DESK
Identify objects on the desk
Analyse two news stories
Write a news story

LISTEN TO THE RADIO
Look at the history of radio
Read an interview
Create your own radio programme

ADVERTISING
Discuss advertising techniques
Read advertising quotes

CREATE AN ADVERTISING CAMPAIGN
Create a magazine and TV ad

SHAKESPEARE
Do a dictation about Shakespeare
Look at how his words are still used today

THE BARD
Look at Shakespeare’s life
Update Shakespeare’s words

Salvador Dalí: Find out about the life of the surrealist
artist.
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CD activities

TALK SHAKESPEARE 27
Listen to a Shakespeare sonnet
Listen to an interview with a director
Find out about the Globe theatre
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1. What pictures or paintings do you
have on your walls at home?

2. Do you own any art books?
Yes No

3. Which do you prefer?
painting
photography
sculpture

4. Do you have a favourite painting or
artist?

Yes: ________________________
No

5. Can you match four paintings on this
page with the four types below?

a. portrait
b. landscape
c. still life
d. nude

6. How often do you visit an art gallery or
museum?

regularly
two or three times a year
hardly ever or never

7. What was the last exhibition you saw?

8. When you go to another city, do you
usually visit an art gallery or museum
there?

always
sometimes
never

9. Can you match the art galleries and
museums with the city they are in?
1. The Tate a. New York
2. The Metropolitan b. Paris
3. The Pompidou c. London
4. The Uffizi d. Madrid
5. The Prado e. Florence

10. Can you match four paintings on this
page with the four types below?

a. cubism
b. pop art
c. impressionism
d. surrealism

11. What do you think is the most
famous painting in the world?


